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Greetings Brookside Families, 
 
New Recess Coach! 
Play Every Day is a grant-funded program that will place a YMCA staff member at Brookside twice per 
week.  The recess coach will organize activities and games for children over the course of our lunch 
recesses on those days.  Two elementary schools in Shoreline piloted the program last year and found 
positive benefits for students.  This year the program is being expanded to include every elementary 
school!  By engaging in positive, cooperative activities at recess, students directly learn social and 
interpersonal skills, which can carry over into the classroom and beyond the school day.  Brain research 
also shows direct ties between physical activity, increased oxygen to the brain, and an enhanced ability 
to learn new concepts afterwards.  By having positive engagement at recess, the program also 
decreases student conflicts that need to be resolved during class time, thereby increasing teaching and 
learning time in the classroom.  Having a Recess Coach on the playground can also encourage students 
who are lonely to be a part of some organized fun. 
 
The recess coach will join us in addition to our regular student supervisors during the lunch recesses.  
Recess coaches initiate organized play with the students while our recess staff focus on supervision, 
student safety, and mediating conflicts as needed.  Thank you to the Shoreline Public Schools 
Foundation and Dale Turner YMCA for generously funding Play Every Day at our school. 
 
Report Cards 2/16  
The semester has come to an end and you will see your child’s report card soon.  They will be sent 
home with your child on Friday 2/16. 
 
Absences and Trips 
There are many reasons why a student may be absent on a given day.  Thank you for contacting our 
office about your child’s absences for illnesses or appointments and following our district guidelines 
about keeping your child at home when needed due to illness.  I’ve been reviewing our school 
processes around when a family lets us know of a planned absence for a trip or other reason not related 
to an appointment.  I am working to clarify guidelines around this and will provide more information to 
you soon (as part of the next Principal’s Message).  Our school will not change how we record excused 
or unexcused absences until I provide you with this information. 
 

Thank you for your support to our school and students, 
John Simard 

Principal 


